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This year, we’re celebrating 150

years of Prague Public Transport!

Sounds niche? Not to us. It’s a big part of our pride. Fr i
first humble horse-drawn tram ride between Karliﬁ and theom tee
National Theatre on 23 September 1875, Prague’s transport system
has evolved into one of the world’s most beloved and efficient.

So, act like a local.
overcrowded 0ld Town.

People usually shake hands when meeting each other.
With friends, we greet each other with a warm hug.

When asked "How are you?", we mi

: ’ | v ght actually gi
ull answer. Don't be surprised if the reply goeg t?elz\g/eozgl{'fmg"
ere, though not entirely absent.

Small talk is relatively rare h

Grumpiness is a common mood,

even among us locals; don’t take
it personally. Politeness

doesn’t necessarily come with

a cheerful expression here.
Beneath our serious exterior,
you’1ll be surprised to find gentle
and funny people.

USE-IT to get out of the
No excuses now.

ACT LIKE A

(2

”Staring is a thi

h
here..It’s not ;ggut
you, it’s all of
Us. But being 1loud
1N public? That’1]
really make
out; it can come

: of
as rude in our ey f

es.
We use the Czech crown (K¢, CZK).

€1 = 25 K&. Most places accept cards,

but carry some change with you for the
few places that don't (e.g., 1000 Kg&).

VOCABULARY

Prosim [pro—-seeml.....c.cceeeeeeees

Dobry den [do-bree den]........ceceeeeeeees......600d afternoon / day

Dékuji [dye-koo-yee]......
Pardon [pard-ohn]........cccece.n
Na zdravi! [nha zdra-veel.........
Kartou [kart-ow].........co0eene.
Sotous [shot-ow-00Sh]............
Kamo [Kaa-moe]..eeeeeeceaeccnnens
Smazak [smah-zhaak]......oooeue..

Jedno pivo prosim [yed-noh pee-voh pro-seem].

ceescsssceasssss.Please

. Thanks

.Sorry

.Cheers!

.By card
.Trainspotter
....Dude

....Fried cheese
....0ne beer, please

JesSté jedno prosim [yesh-tye yeh-dno pro-seem]...Another one, please

The chimney cake (trdelnik) is neither
Czech, nor traditional, and n)ot S0 good.
That explains why you'll see it in trash bins.

Organized pub crawls are now
illegal, since tourists formerly did
not understand how to behave.

Stay away from the crowded “Royal Way”
(Karlova) from the Powder T Y et
Castle. ower to Prague
E-sharing scooters are noisy, useless on
cobblestones, and expensive. Fake historical
vehicles and hop-on hop-off buses are silly.

Save your dignity: ignore Thaj

: ai
massage parlors, Irish pubs, Rus-
Slan matryoshkas and candy shops.

Don’t buy “weed”, it's still illegal

’ , ... Th
tourist crap has 0 THC. So spagr]e yoursglf a
bad trip infused by random synthetic “weed”.

Be careful of the extra fees at ATMs
when you withdraw. Before confirming,
the screen warns you how much they
take. Find an actual bank branch instead.

Packaging-free stores and markets are the
best way to avoid unnecessary plastic. Find one
around where you are staying, you'll love it!

We drink tap water! There is absolutely
nothing to worry about. Refilling your bottle
is very convenient at almost all locations.

The lively neighbourhoods are all
walkable, actually —you can get
anywhere by foot if you have time.

Recycle or be recycled. You won't find
recycling bins on every corner, but we

do make an effort. Hold onto your

rubbish a bit longer: the right bin will come.

Littering is trashy! Keep our
streets clean: don’t be that tourist
who dumps trash everywhere.

With so many flat
S turn
Prague has bec
S ome one of '
toughest cities for locals to r%Lrj);ope °
0ose a hostel, guesthouse.
rentaroom, not a whole flat.

ed into Airbnbs,

or

I 7 the driver’s seat! (Closed

you stand

Tram 23 also runs with an old model
through the touristy parts, yet it operates
like a regular line with a standard ticket.

Trams 41 and 42 have retro interiors and
staff who'll tell you what's what outside
the window around the historical center.
Buy the special day ticket separately.

42 line ends next to To¢na )
Br;aebaéov, where you can take a drink

sit in
nto a real tram and
or a snack o in winter).

At the end of the 41 line, you can see all the
models at the@Museum of public transport,
even the korika (hgrsecar) that inspired our cover!

7%

Be sure that here in Prague, you will inevitably find a hospoda or restaurace
(meaning pub and restaurant) anywhere you turn, and you’ll be surprised how
lively they are. With affordable prices and a cozy atmosphere, restaurants and
bars are where we naturally gather with friends rather than staying at home.

BREAKFAST

Don’t spend much tim
Some butter on a rohlielzrOn Preakfast, Spread LUNCH

hite bread roll
and put ham, cheese o '(Wm i roll) ith & o li
fancy so ething s eet,r Jam on it. If you Start with a soup: éesnecka (garlic soup),

buchta (dough buns witget a koldc or

| S with various filli
a babovka (a cake in the shape of a”:/%slgégg)

Most places close the
kitchgn at 9:30-10 P.M.

and dumplings) or vepFfo-knedlo-zelo (pork

We usually round up the price to meat, dumplings, and sauerkraut).

give tips, and more if we are ...
satisfied with the service. 14 “——W

S=—,
DESSERTS (ST

Get a sugar rush in any cukrarna (cake shop)!
Vétrnik is a profiterole with cream filling and

a sweet topping. Rakvicka is a hard cookie-
dough pastry that is named after its shape

If you are a vegetarian, try our guilty pleasure,

the smazeny kvéték (fried cauliflower).

fill you up. Ovocné knedliky (fruit dumplings)
are often served as a main dish.

(little coffin) and is usually served with FAST SNACK

Whlplgl)ed c_relilm.kPuncovy fezis The ultimate fast snack i . i

a yellow-pink cake soaked in rum. Ham, potato salad. boj| Is chlebicek.
and pickles » boiled egg, tomato,

ick on a simple slice
Even if it doesn’t look like mugr]: bgr;ie\;aed'

itatry and find a branch i
t of LibeFské
lahddky or a loca] bakery anébgrr;tl;?)ne'

BEER SNACKS

: i i t), utopenec

b rmelin (marinated Cavmember , :
'(-:)?ckled se&usage) or tladenka (meat terrine, try
the vegan ones at ®Bezmasna or@Eatermda?.t
these go well with peer and are often served i& e

Avoid fast food chaij
ns that are
into the night even after the chef has gone home.

known. There are
Bageterie Czech

Burrito Loco (tex-mex)

windy Lk o Lol

Beer is the #1 choice.
See our Beer Tips
for more info.

i hglobally
nchises i
Boulevard (baguettes)e,s ke

and UGO (salads).

Prague's drinking culture is about savouring lo-
cal brews and connecting with friends in historic
pubs. Don’t just come here to get hammered
like so many tourists do. And please, keep you
dinner in your stomach, not on our cobblestones. ¢ you are not into beer. we al

) so

drink wine, mostly from the Moravi

) , avia
region. Try Veltlinské zelené (white)
or Rulandské modré (red). Cider

Drinking in public might get you into (
is another option (Johannes or Chric).

trouble: even if you see everyone doing
it, it's still illegal. Quiet hours start

at 10pm; many of us get up early. After a big Czech dinner or for celebrations

typical liqueur options are Becherovk

bitter, actually good) or slivovice (plur?1 (t?r%?(?),/
actually hardcore). We say that a shot of one
of these may cure you from the inside.

The cheapest and the most disgusting one

is zelena, a green mint liqueur that tastes like
toothpaste. You must be really drunk to handle it.

When toasting, make eye contact wi
each person you clink your glass witthh.
7 years of bad sex await you if you
don't. If you are drinking beer, tap your
mug on the table after saying cheers.

i ! lly find
ot into alcohol? On tap you'll usua
lr\lnalinovka (raspberry soda) or Kofl_?(la

_ our national pride (& herbal cola-li led
soda). For beer lovers, Birell is a soll
non-alcoholic option with several flavors.

bramboracka (potato soup), or kulajda (creamy
dill soup). Then treat yourself with our traditional
meals: svickova (tender beef with creamy sauce

smazeny syr (fried cheese). You might also like

Bramborak (potato pancake) isn’t considered a
main dish, but a few of them with sauerkraut will
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Did you know Bohemia is actually
a region in Czechia? Over time,
the French started calling
Central-European Romani people
“Bohemians”, since many lived in
that area. Their nomadic lifestyle
came to be seen as free-spirited,
creative, and rooted in the
present, and that’s where today’s
meaning of ““bohemian’” comes from.
This walk is all about that vibe!
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SUASSIC WALK
Ckﬁo c00D SHOES)

Being in Prague and not seeing
THE Bridge, THE Clock, and

THE Castle seems ridiculous,
right? So let us show you an
alternative path without (much)
suffocating in the crowds. Take a
deep breath while looking at the
panorama , our starting point,
and let the discovery begin!

CHAPEL OF A BURNED PRIEST

| i
1 |
- 1
= ‘l “ %@wmm
e +7 nadrai

OBSERVING THE CROWDED BRIDGE

During the day, simply looking at the Charles
Bridge G is a better idea than crossing it.
We stay away. It is beautiful and

historic, but the crowds can hinder your
experience. We recommend visiting the
bridge and feeling the magical atmosphere
of the past at night or early in the morning.

PICTURESQUE ISLAND
Creep around the alleyways to find your-

self in front of the Bethlehem chapel ).
Here, in the 15th century (before Martin
Luther!), the priest Jan Hus preached against
the greedy Church. He did so in Czech
instead of Latin, which was revolutionary,

so he was burned at the stake for heresy

in 1415. The sanctuary where he preached

is now a memorial and a graduation hall.

OLD TOURIST SQUARE

The island Kampa ? is artificially
ated from the ainland by the
Séeepr?{)vka canal. This explains the nickname
“Prague Venice”, and |t’s_md_eed a roman-
tic place. Enjoy the functioning watermills
and then head uphill for a wonderful view.

OLD NEW WORLD

Once you pass the Loreta 0 complex with
bells (chiming every hour), you'll enter the
neighbourhood of Novy Svét (“New World”)a
Another example of a historical place which
happens to have the prefix new. The dis-

trict is full of narrow crooked streets with

small houses from the 14th century.

medieval astronomical lock is on the
\(/)vglrl of the Old Town Hall . Tourists like
taking pictures of the moving figures as if
they were celebrities. However, we love its
lore more: the mythical _clockmaker Hanus
was blinded by authorities SO that he couldn’t
puild a similar clock for another city. As
revenge, he sabotaged the mechanism,

ing it dysfunctional for 100 years. <
et { PRAGUE CASTLE

Most of Prague’s former Jewish quarter wé{s -
demolished during the urban renewal in the
1900s. But you can still see thgwn hall@

—————

This castle is an icon of the Czech lands,

and the seat of the preside_ntQ.'Aymd

the touristy rush hours by visiting it in the
evening. Walking through the Castle

complex is free, but you'll need a ticket to
enter some parts. If you're here between
March and October, don't miss the South
Gardens with their peaceful views over the city.

JEWISH TOWN

9nd the Old New Synagogue @=). Yes,
Old New”. It was new at one point but be-
came old after newer ones were built.

Kutivasra syatoslavov®
/

Valouécl;@ y
/
/

YafxeIEZ

3

Lounskych

_Antonin Dvo

We rarely hang out in the center:
noise and crowds kill the vibe.
Prague is so much more than the
0l1d Town.. let us prove it to you!

WE WERE BORN THIS W

Gothic chapel..

CZECH-ONLY ARCHITECTURE

Start at the Vyton tram stop and walk
along the Vltava river. Look at the three cubist
houses . They are remnants of the time
when Prague used to be a European hub for
Cubism or Cubo-Expressionism, before the
First World War reshaped the continent.

Tunnel

DOWN THE STAIRS
THE OTHER CASTLE

know that a few cars

The mythical princess Libuse predicted the up here, the result of

$ k
lory of Prague from the Vysehrad rock.
%Iin%/b up the stairs and admire the Sts.

< o original wooden hous
nd Paul Basilica (@ and visit the e
ztitﬁrr\ir?g cemetery nearby, where notable QgreithF over a century, thou
Czechs are buried. We come to Vysehrad y Its future might be uncer

for a romantic walk on the fortification
walls, a picnic in the grass, and drinks
at the beer garden Na Hradbach (@) -

e
NUSLE STYLE

POSTMODERN ADVENTURE

Stop at the massive Nusle Bridgee, built
in 1973, the pride of state traffic engi-
neers at the time. The metro runs inside
the bridge itself, can you imagine? With its
42 m height and once low fence, it tragically
became a well-known suicide spot. Today,
it's secured with a fence you can’t climb.

Zahradé

§ X
Fak lover-—
5 -

AY

Go further and you'll spot what looks like a
" but it's actually one of the
world’s oldest maternity hospitals
a dramatic entrance to life. Right across,
notice the '70s brutalist Urological Clinic, a
gem often overlooked in Prague’s architec-
tural story. Continue yours into the Queer

é, where rainbows fade to black-and-
white. Take a moment to translate the quotes
about queerness in Czechia; it's worth it.

As you descend down the Nusle stepsm

Zavekagtually ended
runk drivin

errors. Yes, really. And don't missgtl?er ers

standing

gh rumors

tain.

vou'll end up at Bratfi Synki Squa(eo, the
heart of Nusle. Just 100 years ago, it was a
separate city with a reputation for being rough
around the edges. Today, it proudly holds onto

its honest, everyday Czech spirit. Nonetheless,
there’s a lot to do here! Depending on your mood,
have a coffee in the backyard of the Cafe v

, a glass of wine at Vinny Senk

or a craft beer at the (cash only) bar Nostulam.

At Riegrovy Gardens @ people sun-
bathe, jog, or debate whether to get

1\ another beer at Mlikdrna@), or Hvézda
It's also known as one of the best sunset
spots with a clear view of Prague Castle.

TREE ARCHES

is full of 19th century
?\|summer, it has extra charm
growing on

this, the street was €

Luzicka street
architecture an

G. What

poth sides. For

ven
h Avenue of the year!

nominated for the Czec

MYSTERIOUS VILLA

Saloun ViIIa@is a gem of Art Nouveau
architecture and a former meeting point

for Prague’s art scene in the 1910s. At the
entrance, a Greek inscription reads “The sea!
The sea!”, a reference to classical history.
Other mysterious symbols appear on the
walls: the people who gathered here are said
to have held occult sessions in the cellar.

THE HIT STREET

Krymska Street@has been

beating heart of l?ague’s creeftr;\?e scene
since the early 2000s: think indie cafés
zine shops, queer bars, craft beer and’
ayearly block party, Korso Kryméké
that turns the street into a buzzing sta{ge

ROMANTIC CAVE

At Grébovka@®, you can drink wine on the

terrace of the pavilion above the vineyards
while overlooking the city. Take a walk in
the park and end the evening in a hidden
antique-style artificial cave§

in-love? This is the perfec sp

a cheeky kiss.

. Feeling
for

We had a peculiar way of expressing disa-
greement with the authorities — we threw
city councilors out of town hall windows.
First in 1419 (after which the Hussite wars
began), then in 1483, and finally in 1618
(which kicked off the Thirty Years’ War).

1918
BIRTH OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

After World War |, we were fed up with
being subjected to an empire for 400 years,
without our name even mentioned!

So, we declared ourselves as the inde-
pendent Czechoslovak Republic in 1918.

1942
OPERATION ANTHROPOID

Hitler assigned Reinhard Heydrich to end the
Czech resistance in Prague. The Czecho-
slovak government in exile in England sent

7 paratroopers to assassinate him in May
1942. The operation was successful yet it
started a new wave of terror. You can visit the
memorial at Resslova 9a, where the para-
troopers took their final stand in the crypt

of Saints Cyril and Methodius Cathedral.

1948
#\yICTORIOUS FEBRUARY”

In 1948, backed by the Soviets, the Com-
munist Party took full control and turned
Czechoslovakia into a one-party state. Life
for the next 40 years meant limited freedom,
fear of secret police, political imprisonment
and empty shops. Many fled, others adapted,
often with quiet defiance and dark humour.

1968
PRAGUE SPRING

For a few months, our regime got the
nickname "socialism with a human face".
We could even leave the country legally!
Moscow didn't like this, and deployed
200,000 soldiers with 2,000 tanks here,
who stayed for the next 22 years.

1989
VELVET REVOLUTION

Thousands of people gathered in Wenceslas
Square demanding democracy by jingling
keys in their hands. Finally, the communists
gave up. Barbed wire was removed from the
borders and the now ex-dissident Vaclav
Havel became president. A few years later,
Czechoslovakia peacefully split into Czechia
and Slovakia. But we're still close friends!

2022
WAR IN UKRAINE REACTIONS

To show our aversion to imperialism, we re-
named the square with the Russian embassy
after the Russian oppositionist Boris Nemtsov.
So, the embassy had to change the address
and move the entrance to another street.

After the invasion of Ukraine in 2022, that
street was renamed to “The street of Ukrainian
Heroes”. We wonder what the embassy will do
next as they don’t have more entrances left.
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