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ACT LIKE A LOCAL

W There is a reason why Rudolph Il (left) and
Charles IV (right) on the cover page are touching
glasses of beer. It is actually cheaper than water
in most of our restaurants and pubs. Feel right
at home in our crazy eating facilities and drink
our precious beer.

\' v Normally we leave about 20 CZK as a tip in

a restaurant, usually less in a bar or a pub. Use
easy maths and round the bill up to the closest
10 and leave at least 6 CZK. For instance, 173
could be rounded off to 180, 177 to 190 CZK. The
tip usually represents roughly 5-10 % of the bill.
If you weren't satisfied with the service, there is
no need to give a tip.

Y Buying a beer at the supermarket could

be tricky. Avoid cheaper muck like Gambrinus
or Branik. You're better off buying Cerna hora,
Bernard or Svijany. Quality comes at a price, but
come on, it is still cheaper than anywhere else.
Here's a tip for you: Glass beer bottles are re-
fundable (3 CZK each).

W We are very proud of our awesome public
transport. Be like us, and use it! But we have

a few pieces of advice: People need to get out
first; you can only get in after they've got out.
Don’t shout during your journey; we are pissed
off from our work and want to go home in peace.
Make your seat available to the elderly, the preg-
nant and children; that is common decency.

And Charles IV would always let the escalator
runners pass; so be like him and stand on

the right-hand side.

During lunch time (around 11am-2pm),
there are usually lunch offers on the menu for
a favourable price, and we love it. You can get a

main meal, sometimes even with soup or a drink,

for less than 100 CZK! Buy it, because in the
evening there is only the normal menu, which is
costlier and as a rule available only till 10pm.

FREE MAP FOR YOUNG TRAVELLERS
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We have to admit a very bad habit of
Czech men still exists: Yes, it's true, we wear
socks with sandals. If you find out why, you
should consider applying for the Nobel Prize!

W Charles IV used to send his servants

for draught beer with a jug. Today, we take

a plastic bottle and have it filled up in the pub
so we can drink it at home or in the park.
Ask the bartender for beer on tap to go in

a plastic bottle.

W How do you recognize a true inhabitant
of Prague? It's easy — he is always in a hurry.
That is why locals hate sluggish tourists.
Don’t take it personally. Avoid all the main
touristy streets on the Royal Route. Use so-
called “pasaze” and the walks that we
prepared for you.

W We have a reputation for being stingy, but
that’s not entirely true. We are just economi-
cal. Try to prepare a sandwich as a snack
and bring it with you during your trip or walk
to eat it somewhere on a bench.

A"V Stay in line and never ever dare to cut
in front of us. At the end of the line there is
always something valuable — there has to
be, when there is such a long line, don’t you
think?

W In case you need to buy something late at
night, there are plenty of small Vietnamese
convenience stores around. We have a rela-
tively large Vietnamese minority, and that is
mostly what they do for a living.

W Rudolf Il recommends that you drink the
Czech-made caffeine drink “Kofola”, instead
of the ubiquitous Coca-Cola. You can find it

in draught form in pubs as well. You'd be
supporting the local brand and will fall in love
with it just as we did more than 50 years ago.
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We tend to eat a lot and the meals are quite
heavy. Get used to it.

BREAKFAST: The simplest goodie is our
bread (chléb). If you eat it fresh with butter,
you'll understand what it means to have the best
bread in the world! Add some jam or ham and
cheese, and you have a typical snack from our
school years.

The second choice is to buy something else
in the “pekafstvi” (bakery) — kolaée or buchty,
yeast sweet pastries stuffed with cottage cheese
or poppy seeds. According to Czech fairytales,
these are some of the best foods for travelling!

LUNCH or DINNER: Lunch is the most im-
portant meal of the day around here. We usually
start it with soup followed by a main meal. The
best time for lunch is between 11am and 2pm,

when many restaurants offer cheap daily menus.

Begin with one of our typical soups —
cesnecka or ¢esnekova polévka (garlic soup),
zelnacka (cabbage soup), bramboracka (potato
soup), kulajda (thick soup with forest mush-
rooms), or drstkova (it will taste better if you
don’t know what it is made of).

Then order vepro-knedlo-zelo, our famous
combination of pork, dumplings and sauer-
kraut, or svickova (meat with creamy sauce and
dumplings). Yes, we eat dumplings a lot — many
different kinds, with meat and sauces. Even
sweet ones. Fruit dumplings are often served as
a dessert, but we also eat it as a main course.

If you are a vegetarian, you might have quite
a problem in a normal restaurant. Nevertheless,
all of them serve smazeny syr (fried cheese)
and bramboraky (potato pancakes). Be careful,
sometimes both have been “improved” with ham
or sausage! If you want to be sure to eat without
meat, visit d}é

DESSERT: In a restaurant or in a café you
should order $tradl (apple strudel), livanecky
(small thick pancakes) or medovnik (honey
cake). Sometimes, they also serve our great
sweets from the “cukrarna” (sweet shop)

— vénecek, vétrnik, laskonka or kremrole.

If you're into sweets, visit Cukrarna Ujezd.
You'll see trdelnik everywhere and will be
told it's an old Czech speciality. Well, it's good,
but we didn’t know it until a few years ago!

SNACK: Pérek v rohliku - it is called a hot
dog, but it is prepared in a special Czech way!
First, we poke a hole in a roll, and then we
jab the sausage inside. The most famous and
the best are sold at Namésti Miru (E4).

Tip for a fast snack: Go to the supermar-
ket and buy a roll, ham and cheese and eat
it outside while sitting on the bench. Are you
afraid of looking like a homeless person?
Don’t worry, we really do that too. Or even
worse, we will eat and walk at the same time.

IN A PUB: Nakladany hermelin (pickle-
spiced Camembert), tladenka (meat in jelly)
or utopenec (means “a drowned man” in
Czech, but it is a pickled sausage) taste the
best with beer. Just order (in Czech!) and no
one would ever even guess that you are a
tourist! You might hate it, but you will be like
one of us.

ALCOHOL: First check our BEER BOX. If
you love strong alcohol, you should try the
healing powers of Becherovka, bitter Fernet,
Medovina made of honey, or Absinth. (Yes,
you can get it here legally, up to 80% alcohol.
Don't expect hallucinations — more likely just
a good old black-out.)

Drunken night? Order gyros at Narodni street
or |.P. Pavlova.

@
O

é0evesUse000000000000000000000

P XN IN

escc00cc000000se
b2

— 5 minutes walk

o : R

o + 25 seconds for a running lion!
: 'on.); R R T TR
o \

¢ LIDICKA———a@

K <

I

MARIANSKE HRADBY

Brusnice I

HARANTOVA
=z

-

YYSAINOE3
NOSTIC]o

PLASKA

MELNICKA

JANACkovo NABREZ| P

m 5 ___VODNI

s 2

@ 3]

EE D
o) ~ MALATOVA
6 D
<

=

pAVLA SVANDY ZE SEmCIC

|

BEMOV

/=

BETLEMSKA

YV

N[
[

FLANS ANITO

MASAR

000 0000000000000 00000 00000

eecccccccsdoles
eeccecccccscccceccccscccssccccsscccsssccssccccccccsssccncs,

m LAPLAVN;’
=

RESSLOVA

<

4
Karlovo
namesti

ENSTEJNSKA

_—

wAoHoLLd

(a)
>
<
<2
=
>

AM

A

PALACKEH
NAMEST( | Karlovo

eeeiete

USE-IT PRAGUE INFOCENTRE ' come anpvisit us!

Drop by our office before you start to explore Prague. We just want to make the most out of your
stay in the city we love! Open June - September 11am to 5pm (check our website or FB)

www.facebook.com/use.it.prague
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FREE COFFEE AND TEA!

FARMERS’ MARKET

Farmarské trhy. A food market may sound like
something really trivial, and you might say you can find it
in every city. True, but tell that to our politicians. Despite
many obstacles, we finally started enjoying a market revival
two years ago. They've kept growing almost miraculously
in various locations all around Prague, and it has quickly
become a kind of fashion statement to buy things here.
“The farmers” sell organic and fresh food and other
merchandise they claim to be local, and we want to believe
that's the truth. It's a great place to get an unconventional
lunch or to buy cheese or honey as a souvenir. The largest
food market in Prague is located in the beautiful Art
Nouveau-style hall number 22 of the HoleSovice market,
which is why it stays open throughout the winter. The real
market with home-made stuff occurs only every SECOND
Saturday, but you can buy fresh food there every day
except Sunday. Eventually, you will be able to guess which
fruits and vegetables are local and which are not! Dejvice:
(A1,Sat), Letna: (B4, Fri, Sat), Nam. Republiky (C4, Tue-Fri),
Karlin (C6, Sat), Rasinovo nabfezi: (F2, Thu, Sat), Jifiho
z Podébrad (E6, Wed, Fri, Sat). Most of them are closed in the
winter, and on Saturdays they close at 2pm.

p TEAROOM IN ATOWER =X (¢) A4

Cajovna Ve Vézi. It may seem strange, but Czech people
love oriental tearooms. We love them so much, we have
even created a sort of “oriental tearoom” that doesn't exist
in the East. It's decorated with oriental carpets, teapots

and paintings. You can also taste oriental goodies or smoke
shisha. Just don't let your cell phone ring here! This tearoom
is particularly special, because it is situated in a former
water-tower. 5pm - 10/11pm.

www.use.it.cz

FREE INTERNET ACCESS!
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FREE USE-IT MAPS TIPS FOR TRIPS,
OF PRAGUE AND OTHER  CULTURAL EVENTS
EUROPEAN CITIES! AND PARTIES!

p DIRECTION: ANIMALS A4

One of the biggest parks in Prague, Stromovka, is

a great place for various sports, a walk or just to hang

out on the grass. Apart from refreshments, Slechtovka
restaurant also offers sport equipment to rent! There are
ponds with ducks, and if that's not enough animals for you,
Prague Zoo is close — just across the bridge!

p ELECTRONIC HEARTBEAT (©) Ab

Wakata club is the promised land of mostly alternative
electronic music devotees. This small club pretends
nothing, and you don't have to, either. You are allowed to sit
here for long hours in a relaxed atmosphere with local

DJs and a smoky buzz. Should you run out of your energy,
grab a Wakata baguette. 5pm - 3am, Fri and Sat till 5am,
no entrance fee. (Malifska 14)

CORRIDORS OF MODERN ART A5

Veletrzni paléc. This functionalist pearl full of corridors
and g trade-fair palace again and also the location of the
famous Tuzex, a communist network of shops where you
could buy foreign (mainly Western) goods that were not
available in regular stores. Czechoslovak crowns were
not accepted, so you needed foreign currency or Tuzex
vouchers known as “bony”. These shops were used to drain
foreign currency out of circulation. Nowadays, you can’t get
American jeans there, but don't be sad, it has become part
of the National Gallery, so you can find a vast collection
of modern art. Since 2012 it also hosts Alfons Mucha's
masterpiece “The Slav Epic”. A set of 20 canvases that
depict the history of Slavic peoples, that is worth a visit
also because some of the paintings cover about 50 square
meters! 180/90 CZK. Daily 10am - 6pm, except Mon.
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p FLOODED zoo (9) 7

Take a bus from the Nadrazi HoleSovice metro station
to get to Prague Zoo. In 2002, almost half of our zoo’s area
was flooded. A poor brave seal named Gaston swam from
Prague up to Dresden, only to die a few days later... Since
then, the zoo has been rebuilt and modernized... just to be
flooded again this past June. But don't worry, there’s no
more water at the moment. 200/150 CZK. Dogs allowed
as visitors (100 CZK).

p HAUNTED MACHINE () A6

Cross Club. Feel like partying through the night?
Definitely choose this place over the popular, touristy
Karlovy Lazné. This underground club is really something
special. Authentic, industrial and just kinda weird. It is

a metal labyrinth with rooms, corridors, mini-scenes, stages,
installations, bars, a café, a tearoom and a great outdoor
garden. It presents concerts, parties, house, techno and chill-
out music, and even a theatre and projections. For your
travel back home, buy “smazak” at the cool fast-food
window... if not that, what else makes you happy? Club from
6pm - 4am (at the earliest). (Plynarni 23)

p INDEPENDENT GALLERY () 7 A6

DOX. In the past, HoleSovice was an industrial district
with a slaughterhouse, a port and a gasworks — making
the area quite unpleasant. Flooded in 2002, it has since been
revived with very few survivors of industrial architecture,
like DOX, the pioneering independent centre for contem-
porary art, which opened in 2009. It is a big one — also

in importance — and is always hosting several exhibitions.
A free minibus goes to DOX from the city centre every day
at 1pm departing from €) (B4). Open 11am - 6pm. Closed
on Thursdays!

p HIDDEN TUNNEL TO THE CASTLE B2

Would you like to stay near the castle, but escape

the crowds? Have you ever seen a natural deer moat (Jeleni
prikop) with a stream in the middle of the city? One that is
part of a castle complex? At the spot where there used to

be a bridge, Marie Terezie (the only woman ever to occupy
the Czech throne) built a mound, which divided the moat
into two parts. Two centuries later, the Velvet Revolution
brought enough energy to produce a few changes. President
Vaclav Havel supported opening the castle for the public,

so in 2002 he cut the tape to open this special 84m-long
brick pedestrian tunnel — a discreet entrance to the castle
gardens. You can walk on a narrow steel grate, which makes
you feel like you're walking on the surface of the Brusnice
stream. However, unfortunately you won't see any deer.
Closed November-March and at night.
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p CARS AND PLANES UNDER ONE ROOF (©) B4

Are you wondering how the human race got from envy-
ing birds to flying planes? The National Technical Museum
was reopened two years ago after an enormous four-year
reconstruction. This temple of technological development
and scientific research is a nostalgic reminder of our child-
hood, when everyone had to visit it — with our parents or

as part of a school excursion. Standard entrance 170/90
CZK. 10am - 5:30pm, except on Mon.

p CINEMA TRIPLETS () B4, D4, D8

All these arty movie houses cooperate perfectly.
They satisfy movie gourmets as well as us mere mortals.
There is no way to pick just one! They all have a unique
atmosphere that corresponds with each loca-
tion, as well as hip bars and excellent taste
in movies. Svétozor (D4) has the coolest
movie-related shop mostly known for its
incredible collection of movie posters;
Bio OKO (B4) has a retro setting
in a functionalist building; and
Kino Aero (Biskupcova 31) (D8)
is for the more adventurous
types — the place where it all
happens can be found just 5 min-
utes out of the map. Just take
the tram to the stop called Bisk-
upcova and ask someone; it is

..u.r:l_y.a block and a half away.

@ MILK BAR 3% ()
Kumbal. Drink the best gigantic banana milk shake for
39 CZK and eat very tasty “quiches”. If you are feeling bored,
they have some table games at your disposal. (Hefmanova
12).

B5

p PRAGUE MARKET B6
At HoleSovicka trznice, you will find a very strange and
busy mix of a vegetable market, antique shops and clothing
stores, but mostly endless rows of Vietnamese stalls
selling fake name-brand clothes, cheap cigarettes and
nasty T-shirts. After sunset, the red lights are switched

on, and this former slaughterhouse starts to live a wilder
night life.

p FIRST NON-SMOKING CAFE 3% c2

In Café Kafi¢ko you can admire the hand-written menu
and try tasty cakes for around 50 CZK. They have quality
coffee from Peru or Kenya and even offer a double dose.
The plain chairs could be a bit uncomfortable after a while,
so don't plan to stay there all day... (Misenska 10)

CAL TIP FROM EVA

ecleecccccccccccccccccccse

g

eecccccce

.

.

.

A .

.
cececccsccscescescescescssesesecvrebocrevecnsocococccles

p HANDY GROCERY STORE c2
Conveniently located in the centre, right by Charles
Bridge, you can find a grocery store. This may be quite handy
when you get hungry or thirsty on your walk downtown. It is
not as expensive as all the tourist traps around.

w PLEASANT BOOKSHOP c2

If you are a proud bookworm, be sure to check out the
charming bookshop Shakespeare a synové. It sells foreign-
language books, especially in English. It isn’t big, but it's
packed with books on every kind of topic, and in the base-
ment you can even sit and read.

p CAFE BEHIND TOBACCO SHOP c2

Dobré trafika. Before reaching this café/bar, you

will need to pass through the newspaper/tobacco shop.
Once there, however, you can chill out and perhaps listen

to some Louis Armstrong tunes. Don’t expect the best coffee,
but enjoy the nice, sleepy atmosphere. When you leave, don’t
forget to pay at the counter. But before that, think twice,
aren’t you looking for some original postcards? Well, this is
the place to buy them. They also sell card games, handmade
jewellery from coffee beans and other little trinkets.

TYPICAL BEER SIDE DISHES C2

Pod Petrinem provides the typical look and feel of
a Czech pub. Massive wooden furniture, a quiet waiter and
a menu consisting pretty much only of Czech meals. Just
pick anything at random. And beer, of course.

cessss

c3

p ART AND CLASSICAL MUSIC
The Rudolfinum is classy.
Not only because of its
gorgeous neo-Renaissance
architecture, but for the feel-
ing. But don’t be mistaken,
the exhibitions held here
can be quite a riot. If you

are lucky enough and get

a ticket, you may be able

to get dressed up and enjoy
a slightly different evening

a symphony orchestra,

“BEAUTIFUL LOSSES* (%)

Known as Krasny ztraty in Czech, this is a very popular
bar among students, famous because the late-night TV show
is shot there. You can borrow games to play at your table,
read a book or fill up your belly. Exhibitions, concerts, public
readings and other events often take place here.

@ CHOCOLATE TEMPTATION X (©)  ¢3

Make sure you go there full, because otherwise you'll
yield to temptation and try all of their chocolates and other
sweets. In Chococafé U ¢ervené Zidle, you can also admire
the family collection of postcards from the beginning of

the 20th century. Fri and Sat evenings can be hopelessly full.

@ EAT SOME VITAMINS c3

If you get hungry on your way to Old Town or Wenceslas
Square, you can get fresh and tasty fruit and vegetables

at a good price in Havelské trzisté (market). But choose
wisely, because there are also several stalls with overpriced
tourist souvenirs. April till September, Mon till Fri.

@ YOUR SPANISH VILLAGE << () C4

La Casa BLU. Spanish and South American cuisine
(very good quesadillas and a lunch menu for around
100 CZK). It's the place to go if you want to meet some
Spanish-speaking people (or waiters). Latin American
atmosphere: decorations, music and friendly service.

FANCY VEGETARIAN X (¢) c4,D3

Lehka hlava (D3) and its sister restaurant Maitrea (C4)
will bring you to the world of Buddha and veggie kebab.
Lehka hlava has various rooms, but the one with the dark
ceiling full of stars and tables made of plastic wood is by far
the best. Maitrea’s interior is laid out according to the prin-
ciples of Feng Shui. Get a nice dinner, the lunch menu (108
CZK), or just a cup of Aztec hot chocolate.

PAY FOR THE WEIGHT 3% (¢) C4,D3

Dhaba Beas. You don't like meat? Here you can choose
what and how much you want (self-service) and then you pay
according to the weight. This is an Indian vegetarian chain,
but we recommend the hideout in Tynska 19 (C4) since it is
central but buried in a backyard that is very pleasant during
the hot summer. A pitcher of fresh filtered water is served
free of charge on every table. Happy hour is one hour before
closing time. Closed Sat and Sun.

9 CHEAP COFFEE IN THE CENTRE () ¢4
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The pleasant café Tynska literarni kavarna in the
centre offers good and surprisingly cheap coffee and drinks.
It consists of several smaller rooms and has outside seating,
which creates a friendly atmosphere that is popular with
students and intellectuals. They often even hold cultural
and literary events. It might be slightly difficult to find,
so look for a big wooden door.

MEET CHARLIE'S STUDENTS X C4

K4, the student club of Charles University in the base-
ment might be hard to find, but you'll find yourself
at the heart of student life and its events. Enter the big door,
turn left and head through a glass cube down the stairs, and
you're there. Local students will serve you at the bar. Some-
times it takes them a bit longer, but the prices are worth it.

@ CLUB AND EXPERIMENTAL VENUE (©) c4

Roxy is a legendary music club that regularly closes
and reopens, because local people like to rest in peace after
sunset. That's also the reason Prague became the city of
underground clubs. Upstairs is the NoD experimental space
which, just like its name suggests, aims at experiments

in all kinds of arts, attempting to gain recognition and break
prejudice - but forget that, it is simply cool (Dlouhd 33).

@ TRAVEL LIGHT C4

Pod7kilo is heaven for every enthusiastic traveller.
This little shop offers light and compact equipment and
gadgets for comfortable travels with your carry-on luggage.

@ FASHION COURAGE c4
Kuraz means courage. Although to wear the stuff
from the store you need your own style more than courage.
Young Czech and Slovak designers were carefully selected
to supply this creative shop with fashion accessories and
all kinds of other stuff. (Benediktska 7)

@ CZECH-MADE STATIONERY c4

The little shop Koh-i-noor specializes in well-known
Czech pencils and art supplies. If you are the artistic type
and want to buy an unconventional souvenir, be sure

to check out this shop!

@ CONNECT TO THEWORLD () c4

If WiFi isn't enough, and you find yourself in need

of a computer with Internet, visit Café Relax. You'll pay
10 CZK for every 10 min. They also offer printing, copying
and scanning service at 4 CZK a page. (Dlazdéna 4)

NOT FOR MEAT-EATERS << () c5

If you are not into meat, try the Mlsna kavka restaurant,
which provides work training for people with mental illness.
They serve inventive vegetarian food made from seasonal
ingredients, part of the menu is gluten-free, and there are
brunches every Sunday. (Sokolovska 29)

SOUP PLACE X () c6

Polévkarna. Karlin used to be a dirty, industrial neigh-
bourhood, but when the big plans for an extraordinary office
district appeared, in addition to the floods that followed, the
area was renovated and turned into a “white-collar” area.
The smartest office people leave their cubicles for lunch and
come to this Georgian-style place with friendly service, soup
and a pastry at a reasonable price. We love their herbs!

HIT-TO-BE CAFE % (¢) c6

Muj Salek kavy is rather new, but many people already
say this may be one of the best cafés in Prague. They really
understand their coffee and offer speciality drinks.
Apart from that, they have original food and cakes, and they
even offer breakfast. If you want to relax, grab a book from
their bookcase. (Krizikova 105)
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@ THE SHOOT-OUT EYE cé

U Vystrelenyho voka is a legend. If you want to visit

a really classic Zizkov pub, this is a hot candidate. Zuzana
the chef, goulash until midnight, almost broken furniture,
excellent decorations, a piano and occasional concerts - they
have it all! Beer around 26 CZK. 5pm-1am, closed on Sun.

(U Bozich bojovnikd 3)

@ EXPLORE THE GARDEN D2

Located right next to the Petfin gardens and separated
by the Hungry Wall, Kinsky Garden is a pleasant place

for a walk or a picnic, and it's not as crowded as Petfin.
There are little ponds and waterfalls, a cute little wooden
Carpathian church and the Kinsky summer residence with
an ethnographic museum.

@ PLAYS WITH ENGLISH SURTITLES D2

Are you in a dramatic mood? No problem! You will
understand lots of plays in this trendy theatre. Why?
At Svandovo divadlo they thought about you and added
surtitles. You are welcome.

@ SWEETS FROM THE PAST D2

Wait, is it really 2013 or are we travelling back in time?
Nothing has changed here since the '70s. The plastic table
cloth, the signs, the owner...? The taste of their desserts is
also authentic. Go for it! And remember the word “Cukrarna”,
which means sweet shop.

@ FLOATING JAZZ 3% () D2

Jazz Dock Café. In the afternoon, entry to the café,

with its seasonal menus, is free. In the evening, there are
fabulous, intimate live soul, funky and blues concerts. Some
are cheap, some aren’t. While listening to the music, you can
watch boats passing by on the moonlit river.

FEEL THE ORIENT (©) D3

Sick of Czech cuisine? Cestovatelsky klub offers a daily
menu inspired by the Middle East (from 12am, 89 CZK). Don't
forget to try the award-winning lentil soup. Not hungry?
Then just enjoy its relaxed atmosphere with your friends and
a waterpipe.

CHEATERS (9) D3

Looking for a combination of jazz music and good food?
U Lazanskych is the place for you. Located in the basement
of the film academy, it offers a daily menu for 89 CZK
and great jazz concerts (every Wed, Fri, Sat - students
100 CZK). Rumour has it they have a common kitchen with
the well-known Café Slavia located above, so this has
the same quality but at half the price. (Smetanovo nabfezi 2)

ATMOSPHERE () D3

Atmosféra. Don't be confused by the two entrances
from various streets that let you get through the student pub
into the café bar yard. In "Atmoska” you will find a beloved
Czech pub game - table football - and of course a great
atmosphere. Don’t miss out on a half-kilo of homemade
fried potato slices served with three different dressings
for 85 CZK. (Smetanovo nabrezi 14)

@ MEET SOME FRIENDS (©) D3

The disco club Friends is a favourite among the city's
LGBT population. Every day there is a program: Sunday
chill-out, Monday talk show, Tuesday karaoke, Wednesday
dating, Thursday transvestite show, Friday party, Saturday
video disco. 7pm — 6am, students get a 10% discount.

@ ROCK CONCERTS ACROSS THE STREET (©) D3

Vagon is always bouncing, Rock Café has great acous-
tics. If you are in the mood for a gig, you will find it at the one
or the other, or just try them one by one as the night goes on.

@ CHOCOLATE FOR BREAKFAST & D3

Café Louvre. Do not order a coffee here, but rather
a perfect hot chocolate (46 CZK). This place is great for

a classy breakfast with a great view. The house will also
provide you with a pen and paper on the table, so you can
compose a poem or write down last night's dream

WHENEVER YOU'RE HUNGRY D3

Did you get hungry in the middle of the night? Do you
need to add some food to all the poisonous alcohol
in your stomach? Nonstop bistros will save you! Located
conveniently near the night-tram junction in Lazarska street,
they offer Al Kinds of fast 1000 24/ 1 1o eeeereereennnns

INSPIRATIONAL GALLERY

“Fragnerka” is the right place
for anyone interested in architec-
ture and applied arts. Architectural
displays in the historical building
are complemented by exhibitions
of young designers and from studios
across the Czech Republic and from
abroad that will inspire your artistic "

.soul. Closed on Mon.

@ CLOTHES MANIA

If you like to express yourself with your clothes, try
Krakatau. They offer a lot of funny T-shirts as well as band

shirts and other rock, metal and hippie clothes and acces-
sories. (28. fijna 3)

@ MAPS OF WHEREVER D3

Kiwi offers the whole world in a few rooms. Are you
looking for a guide about Brisbane? Something about Japan?
Or simply for one boring map of Prague? Come and explore!

@ FAIR (TRADE) COFFEE % (©) D3

Mamacoffee. This is THE coffee place. Smell the aroma
and ask the staff for their coffee tips while enjoying discreet
music and homemade Czech cake (bdbovka) complete with
many choices of coffee or tea. If you are hungry, try their
soups. (Voditkova 6)

LOCAL TIP FROM JULIE

@ ICE-CREAM IN THE GARDEN D4
The Franciscan Garden is a green and calm connection
between Jungmannovo and Wenceslas squares, which is

a good enough reason to stay here for a while. The garden
is not large, which means that on a sunny day it is a bit dif-
ficult to find a place to sit. If you manage, you can squat, eat
one of Prague’s most delicious ice-creams that you bought
in the adjoining Pasaz Svétozor, watch people and just relax.

@ CHECK CZECH FASHION D4

Located in the passage 'U Stybll’, Cvrk sells articles
from young Czech designers. If you're looking for original
jewellery, clothes, other accessories or home décor, pay
them a visit! Everything is handmade or vintage. They are
not expensive, and you'll be supporting young designers, too.

OLD-SCHOOL CANTEEN % D4

No need to ask our parents how things looked before
1989 - Lido Restaurant Peklo will do the job. Serve yourself
a traditional Czech lunch for a few bucks. First, you'll need
to take a tray, put all your plates on it and then look for a free
table. The canteen is only open during lunch time.

@ PHOTO HEAVEN () D4

Foto Skoda. Paparazzi or just photo fun? When you
need to buy/repair a new/old camera, go here. When you
need to print your photos, go here. When you need anything
associated with photography, go here. If they don't have it,
they will tell you where to go.

@ SUPERSIZE MY COFFEE X D4

Right in the centre of the city, in Lucerna passage,
there is the small cosy café called Kédvovarna where you

can rest after visiting Wenceslas Square. Their speciality is
flavoured coffee with various syrup combinations to choose
from, as well as hot chocolate and cocktails. The glasses are
enormous, and the prices are very reasonable. You can get
500ml of tasty coffee from as little as 59 CZK! Also check
out the dead horse sculpture in the passage, the gorgeous
Art Nouveau cinema and Café Lucerna.

@ FROM HORSE STABLE TO POOL HALL D4

After a day of sightseeing, have some fun bowling,
playing pool or snooker and other pub sports. Mega Sport
Bar Fortuna might seem quite bizarre, and it is! Located
on a hidden little street, you certainly wouldn't expect such
a big hall inside. And with such a strange history. It used to
be a riding hall, and later it served as a restaurant for
communist leaders.

LOCAL TIP FROM KAMCA

@ HIDDEN LITERARY TREASURE D4

Are you looking for a unique place, away from
all the bothersome tourists, yet still in the city centre?
Do you want to experience some adventure and feel
like visiting a private apartment? If you answered yes
to these questions, you will feel at home in Unijazz
café. Find the DM drugstore on Jindrisska street, turn
right toward the yard and ring the bell for “Citarna”.
It's upstairs. (JindFisska 5)

PUMABAR (©) D5
Kréakora. An ideal opportunity to find a fellow
traveller or to have a chat with locals — every Thursday

there is a couchsurfing meeting from 8pm. Four kinds
of beer, table football and impatient staff. If you're lucky,
you can even cuddle with a puma. (Kunéticka 2)

PASTA IN “ASIAN” PAPER BOXES D5

An inconspicuous little shop that offers tremen-
dous homemade pasta (in Czech, Doméci téstoviny)
with different sauces starting at 49 CZK. Take it away
in the recyclable paper boxes and enjoy a picnic in one
of the nearby parks.

VOTE FOR A SOUP! X (¢) D5

Try the really small yet comfortable café Pradelna.
Their blackboard menu hanging outside is always
attractive. Everything from unbeatable soups to pies,
homemade ice-cream and patés is prepared with tender
care. Don't forget to vote for the next-day soup
before leaving. (Slavikova 21)

@ PALACE OF INDEPENDENT ART (©)  Dé
Akropolis Palace. This place is different every day.
The venue has become known as the leading Prague
scene for world and ethnic music, and now you'll also
mostly catch concerts (definitely not just world music),
but don't be surprised if the program is a theatre perfor-
mance or a movie. The interior is astonishing — so-called
living plaster, with holes where some weird animals could
live... DJ nights; reggae, dub, jungle until 5am.

TIRELESS CHEF (©) D6

U Sadu. When you enter this beer house, don't forget
to look at the ceiling. The fear of sitting down for a drink
with a sewing machine and other old tools and dishes
hanging above your head is tangible here. If you are lucky,
you might happen to find yourself at this place during,
let's say, a special menu for the “hog-killing feast”
or the “wild-game feast”. The terrace shuts at 10pm,
and the chef closes his kingdom at 2am, but the rest stays
open until 4am.

@ FREE GREENHOUSE DISPLAY E1

Sacre Coeur might be a small hidden hill park,

but a very pleasant one. It offers a great view over Prague
from a different angle many locals don’t even know
about. There's a biological station with greenhouses and
animal displays open for free to the public. Entrance from
the second floor of the shopping mall.

@ CYCLING ENTHUSIASTS: ATTENTION!  (¢) E3,F3
To get thirsty, we recommend renting a bike from
Bajkazyl (E3). Their renovated bikes usually cost 400 CZK
a day + 1000 CZK deposit. The highlight for strong cyclists
is a bike sauna! Open only during the summer. The ideal
place to stop for a “high-society” experience, even if you
have a limited budget, is the nearby Café Baribal (F3)

in an ultramodern minimalist style. Closed on Sun,
otherwise 4pm - 1am. (Rasinovo nabrezi 34)

SPECIAL MENU () E3

The student-friendly restaurant U Trajct really
knows how to please hungry travellers. So-called “tuplak”
(1L beer), fresh vegetables and a hamburger with French
fries, all of that for 100 CZK all day till the evening!

@ HEAVEN FOR GEEKS E4

Browse through comic books like in The Big Bang
Theory TV series. Comics Point has everything from
figures to mugs, shirts, books and various gadgets related
to all your favourite films, TV shows and video games

@ CHEAP "N’ CHIC E4

The Vinohrady neighbourhood is full of second-hand
shops, but this is our favourite one. They have a wide
range of women'’s clothing, sell British outlet fashion,
and you can also find some brand names. Most of the
prices range from 150 to 400 CZK.

@ FOLKPUB (9) E4
Balbinova poetickd hospldka. Small bar/pub

in a brick cellar where you can meet all sorts of bizarre
locals talking about their political dreams, projects or just
nonsense. You can take part in nice concerts, but you
need to come early to get a place to sit. Quite smoky.

6pm — midnight (Balbinova 6).

@ BEADS, BEADS, BEADS E4

Making jewellery from beads is quite a popular activ-
ity in the Czech Republic. The ROOYA bead shop offers

a wide range of beads of all kinds and other components
needed to satisfy your creative needs. They even organize
workshops and courses. (ltalska 13)

TELEPORT TO MEXICO 3% (©) E5
The Mexican atmosphere in Las Adelitas is genuine.
Sometimes you need to be extra careful you are not stand-
ing on a genuine Mexican foot - yes, this place tends to be
that crowded. We recommend making a reservation (just
call from your hostel) to get the opportunity to try their
_handmade corn tortillas Ameal 160 CZK. beer 30 CZK___
@ RENT-A-WATERPIPE () E5
At the Vinohradska ¢ajovna (tea room), it's possible
to rent a waterpipe. But remember, smoking isn't healthy
= for you, nor is it healthy for the lungs
of those around you! They have plenty
of tobacco flavours here. Ask the wait-
ing staff for a recommendation — what
they have had earlier in the day is
usually quite tasty. Be ready for a really
tiny, cosy place with a relaxed atmo-
sphere, that might be really hard to leave.
{every day, 2pm - 11pm, Manesova 55)

EARLY 20™ CENTURY <X E5

The cake shop élégr is cosy and furnished
to resemble the time of the so-called First Republic
(Czechoslovakia 1918-38). It serves the most delicious
homemade cakes, pies and other desserts. Just choose
from their daily refreshed menu. And try the “vétrnik”,
a Czech famous cream puff you can’t miss.

p YOU FIX YOUR PRICE % (©) E6

Not more, not less. But rather more than less.
Don't be mean, and don't let them hate us for telling
you. You consume or take home anything for any price.
In Big Lebowski. No kidding. (Slavikova 16)

INDUSTRY MEETS CULTURE (©) F2

MeetFactory. A former glass and then diesel motor
factory has become (after its radical reconstruction) a
hip international centre of contemporary art. If you are
into that, you won't know what to choose first. They have
it all - theatre, film, exhibitions, music, etc. What could
make this even better? Many events are for free! You must
see it to believe it. From the Andél metro stop, take any
tram going in the direction of “Sidlisté Barrandov” and
get out in 7 minutes at the stop called “Lihovar”. Behind
you, across the railway, you will see the building with red
hanging cars on the fagade - that's it! Follow the signs on
the pavement, cross the bridge and turn right to get there.

w PRAGUE'S KREUZBERG F5
Although it is a bit far away from the centre,
Krymska street is the right place to party for the whole
night. If you are lucky you can even meet legends of Czech
underground music from The Plastic People of the Uni-
verse in Café Sladkovského. Do not forget to visit Café V
Lese with its eventful bar and concert&dance stage in the
cellar or try to find another favourite place around. There
are interesting spots including a gallery and combining
fine arts and design atelier Koncept Mu or many others.

o
O [ HELLO, I'M CZECH LION,
THE NATIONAL PET

CZECH HISTORY

10TH CENTURY

The beginning of the reign of the first
Christian ruler, and times filled with
saints and blood. Our Queen Ludmilla
was strangled by her daughter in law.
Later on, her grandson Wenceslaus
became the ruler, but he would

be killed by his younger brother.
Wenceslaus was proclaimed a saint
and patron of the Czech lands, but
his brother ruled it for next three
decades. Win-win situation, wouldn’t
you say?

1345

The golden age of medieval Prague.
King and Emperor Charles IV (see the
cover) made Prague the centre of the
Holy Roman Empire, so today’s
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and
Benelux region were ruled from here.
Charles also founded the university,
the bridge and other stuff that carries
his name.

1415

The Prague reformist priest Jan Hus
preached against the greedy church,
a whole century before Martin Luther.
But he was too early, and the church
burnt him at the stake as a heretic.
His followers, called Hussites,
rebelled and later defeated four
crusades sent to set the Czechs

rifght. Pretty impressive for a bunch

of untrained peasants, isn't it?

1576

Magic! Magic everywhere! Rudolf

I, the Holy Roman emperor, king

of Hungary, Croatia, Bohemia and

the archduke of Austria (the fat guy

from the cover) moved his court from

Vienna to Prague. Astrology and

alchemy became mainstream science,

&eople ike John Dee and Edward
elly tried to find the philosopher’s

stone or the elixir of life here, and

the legend of Golem took shape.

1618

Our Protestant nobility rebelled
against the Catholic king and threw
two Czech governors out of a window.
This act started the Thirty Years’
War, which spread all across Europe.
Our rebellion was unfortunately
suppressed in a single battle two
ears later, and the noblemen were
eheaded.

1900 see Aneta (other side)
1918

After the First World War, we were
quite fed up with being a part of
Austro-Hungarian Empire because
we were not even mentioned in the
name! So we declared independence.
Czechoslovakia was born and the era
of the First Republic began. We still
consider this time to be the best part
of our history, even though it wasn't
all that splendid. (see Anicka)

1938

“The Munich betrayal”. The Allies
agreed to let Hitler take over our
heavily fortified borderlands. Our de-
fences were lost, and there was noth-
ing we could do about it. Ever since,
we say that we have a “Munich
complex”, which means we are lax
nationalists and prefer to adapt rather
than fight. During the Second World
War, we were a protectorate. It was
hard here, and we were used to ben-
efit the Nazi war economy. The resist-
ance was practicaly destroyed during
Heydrichiada (see Jana)

1942 see Jitka (other side)
1948

“Victorious February”. The Communist
Party won the election in 1946, actu-
ally with 38%, which would be the
best-ever performance for the com-
munists in a free election. For the next
two years, their popularity declined,
and the need for power increased. Fi-
nally, in February 1948, they assumed
full control of the government,
Czechoslovakia became a single-party
state, and communism was estab-
lished. (see Katka)

1968

The Prague Spring. We wanted “com-
munism with a human face” and got

it for a few months. For example, we
could leave to go abroad. But Moscow
didn’t like it, and 200 000 soldiers,
together with 2 000 tanks, invaded
Czechoslovakia, and 20 years of tough
communism with its repressions and
censorship followed. (see Matej)

1989

We said goodbye to communism.
Peogle went on strike and gathered
on the streets and squares with keys
in their hands, holding them up to
demand change. Soon after, the com-
munists surrendered power, and de-
mocracy was re-established. Barbed
wire was removed from the borders,
and the former dissident Vaclav Havel
became president. Since there was
almost no violence, it is known as the
Velvet Revolution.

1993

Czechoslovakia was split into
the Czech Republic and Slovakia.
We live in peace, and there are
no hard feelings. We both joined
the European Union in 2004.

2002 see Terka (other side)
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+ It's much cheaper than using a taxi and often
even faster. Taxi drivers with their unrea-

sonable prices are generally considered

. robbers. If you really need to take a taxi, ask

a bartender for a taxi service phone number

when leaving a bar or pub. Of course, nothing

is sillier than getting trapped in a historical

vehicle or a horse carriage.

Be aware that the last metro leaves at

midnight. But don’t worry! We have a good

sian monastery in Czech Republic. For 50 CZK, you can see
its famous library and picture gallery, but even if you are
not interested in monks’ passion for collecting, you won't
refuse their excellent beer. Try the amber St. Norbert at
the nearby monastery brewery for 59 CZK. But be warned,

the Warsaw Pact Invasion. Today, it is a commercial centre
that locals mostly try to avoid. The square is dominated by
an equestrian statue of St. Wenceslas and “under the tail”
is a favourite meeting point. The museum is closed

for renovations.

you will wait a while.
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The Orloj (Astronomical Clock) almost ended up LOVERS’ H",'L . . L
as scrap iron, and now tourists adore it. Statues come You are not in Paris, but you can still havg apicnic
alive every hour on the hour (9am-9pm), which is why under the Eiffel Tower. Yes, the builders were inspired by
this famous structure. You can spend a whole afternoon
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system of night transport (trams and buses)
running throughout the night, and Lazarska
(D3) serves as a common transfer stop for all
the night trams. @

TICKETS &

Remember, it's usually not possible

and always more expensive to buy a ticket di-
rectly from the bus/tram driver! Use theyellow
machines at metro stations or at some tram
and bus stops. Tickets are also sold at news-
paper stands. The same ticket is valid for all
three kinds of transport: metro, tram and bus.

@ Short-term ticket (24 CZK)
30 minutes by tram/bus/metro

@ Basic ticket (32 CZK)
90 minutes by tram/bus/metro

We recommend buying a 1-day ticket

(110 CZK) or a 3-day ticket (310 CZK). These
are good value for money, and they allow you
to be more independent.

. YOU CAN FIND YOUR WAY IN ENGLISH AT

* WWW.DPP.CZ/IDOS
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PRACTICAL INFO (1)

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY

We still don’t have Euros, so be ready to do
some math! 1 euro is approximately 25 CZK
(K¢/korun/Czech crowns). If you don't want

to hate the Czechs for the rest of your stay,

be careful when getting money at exchange
offices — sometimes they have some weird
extra charges or unfair rates. Maybe the safest
way to get money is at an ATM; that way, it's
only your bank that robs you.

OPENING HOURS
Most museums are closed on Mondays.

Many shops are generally closed on Sundays,
but not so much in the city centre.

Most restaurants usually don’t serve warm

meals after 9 (or 10) pm. If you're hungry late
at night, go and grab some fast food.

OTHERS

Surprisingly, it is still legal to smoke inside.
Restaurants quite often have separate smok-
ing/non-smoking rooms.

There are nearly 100 hostels in Prague! No
advice here —it's your choice.

Albert, Billa, Tesco or Zabka are the names of
the most common supermarkets, and you'll
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the Old Town Square is always crowded. Legend has it
that the man who created it was blinded so that he would
never be able to create such a beautiful work again.
Don't spend a lot of time here, but rather climb the tower
of Old Town Hall (50 CZK) for a spectacular view.

p JEWISH TOWN

During the 1980s, Josefov was condemned to sanita-
tion but in spite of that many important Jewish buildings
have been preserved. The Jewish Town Hall with its
Hebrew clock that goes backwards or the Old Jewish
Cemetery. You can take a peek through a small window

in the door from 17. listopadu street.

p JEWEL OF THE CZECH LANDS

Prague Castle (daily 6am-11pm) was founded around
880, and it is the largest castle complex in the world.

The castle is the seat of the Czech president - the one who
likes to drink. The dominant building is the cathedral of
St. Vitus. We come here to watch a silly show - the chang-
ing of the guards (every hour, 7am-6pm) but more often

at night when most of the tourists have left. Pick up

the guide at the castle’s info centre.

at Petrin having fun with your friends, visiting the mirror
labyrinth or climbing the tower to have Prague like
a pocket handkerchief (daily 10am-10pm, 55 CZK).

p CURIOUS CHURCH

St. Nicholas Church (daily 9am -5pm, 35 CZK), situat-
ed at Malostranské ndmésti, is probably the most beautiful
Czech Baroque building. Even during the time of socialism,
they appreciated the unique view from the bell tower,

and it was used as an observation point by the communist
State Security. Visiting the interior is worthwhile mainly
because of its sumptuous frescoes.

p FULLY PACKED BRIDGE

Charles Bridge is the oldest bridge in Prague. There
is something magical about the date when the founda-
tion stone was laid by Charles IV.: In 1357, on the 9th of
July (7), at 5:31. Can you spot the logic of the numbers?
Pass by 30 mostly Baroque replicated statues and dozens
of musicians, painters and jewellers selling their works, to
Old Town Bridge Tower. Visit the bridge by night or at sun-
rise when you can fully enjoy the medieval atmosphere.

2 00 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°

This walk is a great getaway from the city centre
or an idea for an afternoon walk. It demonstrates
the importance of the Vitava River to the city of Prague.
We like to spend amazing evenings on the embankment
so don’t even think of going back to your hostel just yet!

p PEACOCK PARADISE

The palace in the Wallenstein garden (open in
summer around 10am - 5pm) is the seat of Parliament.
Its ambitious designer intended to build a residence
more beautiful than Prague Castle. Do you think he was
successful? Most of the beautiful statues were stolen

by Swedish troops during wartime in the 17th century.
Want to enjoy the calls of the peacocks just by yourself?
Then you are lucky that most of the tourists haven't found
Vojanovy sady yet. It's the oldest garden in Prague.

p JOHN LENNON WALL

Express yourself on the wall, named after the rock
legend, that was used as a symbol of disagreement with
the communist regime. It's covered in graffiti, mostly
bearing the message of love and peace. It's up to you

to leave a message to the world, light a candle or just
quietly sit and reflect.

p PRAGUE'S VENICE

The peaceful, false island called Kampa is separated
from the rest of the mainland by the short, artificial
Certovka canal. Pass through the picturesque old houses
with typical signs above the door to get to the Museum
Kampa at the riverside. The oldest mill has turned

into a modern art gallery (daily 10am - 6pm, 110 CZK).
Had enough of the wonderful view? Use the park to read
a book or just take a nap.

p FROM A SWAN'S PERSPECTIVE

Because the Vltava is a stream rather than a river,
we are able to enjoy the view over Prague from a boat
without sailing away. So be the captain of your destiny
and rent one of them for around 200 CZK per hour at Zofin
Island. Men, be romantics for a moment and take your
gentler half sailing at night (from 8pm - 10pm).

p DANCING HOUSE

The first building built by one of the world’s top ar-
chitects after the Velvet Revolution (co-designed by Frank
Gehry) started the discussion about modern architecture
in Prague. The towers are inspired by the famous interwar
dancing pair Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire - guess who
is who. Don't forget to visit us in our info centre close by!

WAR VICTIM

Most of the Benedictine Emauzy Abbey was destroyed b
at the end of WWII by U.S. bombs. The old towers were
replaced by modern concrete steeples resembling the
wings of an angel. A quiet and often overlooked place but
definitely worth a visit. Open Mon-Fri 11am-5pm (30 CZK).

p LEGENDS FACTORY

Princess Libuse foresaw the future glory of Prague
from Vy$ehrad. Have a walk around the ramparts that
offer a stunning view from almost every corner. Visit

the Chapter Church of Peter and Paul or the old Slavin
cemetery, where many of the most famous Czech figures
are buried. It's a great place to have a picnic with your fel-
low travellers. Make your day taste better at the farmers’
market on Rasinovo nabfezi (every Saturday 8am-2pm),
with beer at the embankment (Bajkazyl) or with a refresh-
ing drink in your hand (Café Baribal 4pm-1am).
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PRA|HA E metro station A = N § RO - | KAVARNA VELRYBA (D3, café with cheap food and beer)
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